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THE HOMECOMING

After living around the world, the Italian interior designer Nicold Castellini Baldissera has
returned to his native Milan, a city in which his family — and his heart — has always resided.

OF ALL OF ITALY'S big cities, Milan seems the least
like a cozy hometown. Rome's ancient ruins and
joie de vivre make it warmly livable, and Venice’s
canals evoke intimacy and romance, but Milan

is all business. After being largely destroyved in the
bombings of World War 11, it was rebuilt in

the decades that followed as the fast-paced, often
unlovely center of the fashion and design industries.

But for the 52-year-old Milan-born interior
designer Nicolo Castellini Baldissera, moving back
recently after more than three decades, during
which he ricocheted between London, Paris, Gstaad
and Tangier, has been the gentlest of repatriations.
“1 found Milan very confining when 1 left as a young
man,” he says. “But now it feels as though coming
back was inevitable.”

It's easy to understand why Castellini Baldissera
might once have found the metropolis of three
million claustrophobic: Reminders of his illustrious
family are scattered throughout the city. His
paternal great-grandfather was Piero Portaluppi,
the legendary architect responsible for scores
of important buildings throughout Milan, including
Villa Necchi Campiglio, the 1935 Modernist
mansion made famous as the setting for the director
Luca Guadagnino's 2009 film, “I Am Love.” [n
fact, the film's elegant (and fictional) Recchi family
is rumored to have been based on the Castellini
Baldissera clan, into which Portaluppi’s daughter
— Castellini Baldissera’s grandmother — married.
With interests in finance, real estate and textiles,
the family has been an essential part of Milanese
society for centuries: As a boy, the designer’s
first checking account was at a bank that bore his
surname. His father, Piero Castellini Baldissera,
82, is a well-known architect who, with his cousin
Emanuele Castellini, started the luxury textile
house C&C Milano in 1996,

Growing up, Castellini Baldissera and his siblings,
whose parents were divorced, lived with their
mother, who died in 1998 (she was a descendant
of the opera composer Giacomo Puccini) in a
capacious Modernist apartment in a Portaluppi
building that now houses the Fondazione Piero
Portaluppi. His father lives a block away in a flat in
the famed 15th-century Casa degli Atellani on
Corso Magenta; Portaluppi had redone the building
in the 1920s and had himself lived in the same
space until his death in 1967. “When you're young,
being around that can be a little overwhelming,”
Castellini Baldissera says.

At 18, he left to study art history at Sotheby's
in London, buying a Victorian-era house in Chelsea,
which he did up in a vibrant if traditional English
style, with fleurs-de-lis and deep red silks. Later, he
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In the dining room, an ltalian Empire
bronze chandelier hangs over an
aptwara vase and a mirrored dining
table, Castellinl Baldissera's modern
reimagining of a classic Piero
Portaluppl design. A photograph by
Didier Massard hangs batwaen
a pair of Alma appliqués by Allegra
Hicks, Caltagirone ceramic pine
canes and Kentia palms. Opposite:
in the kving room, a Samarkand
suzani hangs behind a vintage
Forrasatti Architettura cabinet that
houses a collection of tortolse
shells, a sculpture by Nicola Lazzari
and a Murano glass table lamp.




rattan
tackable cedar
hues of mustard,
Tosca, his own line.
example, near a sofa

in petroleum-blue C&C Milano velvet and a pair of
brightly painted round C. Tosca tables, hangs

& suzani in shades of scarlet and apricot bought in
the market in Tangie it he has placed a

new prize: a hlack-and-white cabinet by the eclectic

20th-century artist and designer Piero Fornasetti.
In the bedroom, he ha: i

headboard covered in tangerine linen;

is al cradle charm from Trapani i

dining-room table was inspired by a bronze model
that Portaluppi made for Casa Corbelli

a private residence in Milan he designed in the
19305 that was recently turned into an art gallery by
the dealer Massimo De Carlo; Castellini Baldissers

and artwork by
cctagonl
i Baldissera and &
with & view of Montalcing,

homage is made in | red wood with a mirrored
top that reflects the gold walls.
But for all his embrace of newness, there are

always items that Castellini Bakd manages to take
with him from place to place, reminding him of the
past = both his own and the centuries-old relationship
his family has had with exquisite objects. A large,
taxidermied Seychelles tortoise he bought when he

I in Paris, from the auction house Drouot, stands

in the entry hall; a branch of faux red coral, acquired in
his 205 after he moved to London, oc £s a niche
nearby. And then there is the oil portrait of his maternal
grandmother by the ltalian painter Guido Tallone
presiding over it all. “She always comes with

says. That both of them ha urned to Milan,

a place simultaneously familiar and new, brings him
unexpected peace. "Coming back has been as nice

for me as leaving was,” he says. “How many people
are lucky enough to be able o hat?" =
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less rigid, more
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knew he didn't want to be in his si
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In April of the same year, they found an apartment
in a turn-of-the-20th-century building on a quiet
street with plenty of small local businesses. The
lobb e0 sical appointments
— marble \\allxa.n-.i terrazzo floors — but the
flat hac 5 500 harm, painted

e 3 infront of a

runl changes, he transforme
quare-fi
diosyncratic and bohemian retreat.

e
Here, the walls of the shx ll-pink entryway har
hand-painted by artisans at the bespaol I-de:
company Pictalab with a motif based on the frescoes
of fanciful trees in a parlor of the 18th-century Tivoli
Palicio de Seteais in Sintra, Portugal. The living

eight of hand pvrlt

pundbreaking midcentury ltalian
pronmrmn designer and architect.
ini Baldissera loves to mo

antigue shops, auctions
things. T

factory in Brianza, the h
furniture many




